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SUBJECT: MOROCCO AND THE ZAIRE INTERVENTION 

1 . KING HASSAN'S DECISION ANNOUNCED APRIL 8 TO SEND MOROCCAN 
FORCES TO ZAIRE SURPRISED MOST MOROCCANS AS MUCH AS IT DID 
FOREIGN OBSERVERS. THE KING ONCE AGAIN DEMONSTRATED HIS 
PENCHANT FOR THE GRAND GESTURE PREPARED IN COMPLETE SECRECY, 
ALONG THE LINES OF THE 1975 GREEN MARCH. 

2. IN THE CASE OF ROYAL DECISIONS IN ISOLATION, HOWEVER, 

OTHER ELEMENTS OF HIS SOCIETY DO NOT NECESSARILY FEEL 
COMPELLED TO ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES. THE CENTER AND LEFT OPPOSITION 
POLITICAL PARTIES, FOR EXAMPLE, AT FIRST STUNNED, HAVE SINCE MADE 
CLEAR BY EDITORIAL SILENCE THEIR LACK OF APPROBATION. IN PRIVATE 
THEY COMPLAIN OVER SUPPORT OF A "CORRUPT" ZAIRIAN REGIME AND THE 
MORE LEFTIST ELEMENTS REMAIN CONVINCED THAT THE DECISION WAS 
TAKEN AT THE BEHEST OF THE U.S., FRANCE, AND OTHER "IMPERIALISTS", 

THUS CASTING MOROCCO IN THE IMAGE OF IMPERIALISM S TOOL. AT 

THE SAME TIME, THEY RECOGNIZE THAT OUT OF CONSIDERATIONS OF 
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PATRIOTISM THE DECISION CANNOT BE CRITICIZED PUBLICLY WHILE 
MOROCCAN TROOPS ARE IN THE FIELD, AND IN ANY CASE THEY ARE NOT 
WILLING TO TAKE ON THE KING PUBLICLY. PRUDENCE UNDOUBTEDLY IS 
ALSO OPERATIVE, AS THEY WOULD NOT WANT TO HAVE CRITICIZED THE 
INTERVENTION IN THE EVENT IT TURNS OUT SUCCESSFULLY. ONLY THE 
EXILE USFP OPPOSITION IN EUROPE, NOTABLY MOHAMED EL BASRI, HAS 
PUBLICLY CRITICIZED THE INTERVENTION. MEANWHILE OPPOSITION 
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MEMBERS EXPRESS VAGUE CONCERN THAT ZAIRE MAY UPSET THE UPCOMING 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS, SET TENTATIVELY FOR LATE MAY. 

3. THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN IS AN EMERGING SENSE OF PRIDE 
AS MOROCCAN BATTLEFIELD "SUCCESSES" HAVE UNFOLDED. THE 
MOROCCAN BELIEVES HIMSELF A WARRIOR AND LIKES TO CITE MILITARY 
EXPLOITS IN WORLD WAR II. INDOCHINA, THE UN CONGO PEACEKEEPING 
FORCES IN THE EARLY 60'S, AND THE 1973 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR. THERE 

IS LASO SMUGNESS THAT MOROCCO IS DOING THE WEST'S - AND PARTICULARLY 
THE U.S.'S - JOB IN ZAIRE BY RESISTING SOVIET/CUBAN INSURSIONS 
INTO AFRICA. AT THE SAME TIME, THERE IS GROWING SENTIMENT - 
LACED WITH SOME APPREHENSION - THAT MOROCCAN FORCES SHOULD 
DISENGAGE AND RETURN HOME IMMEDIATELY UPON EXPELLING THE 
KATANGANS FROM SHABA. 

4. INTERNATIONAL REACTION HAS BEEN MIXED, BUT THE GOM APPARENTLY 
CALCULATES THAT IT HAS LITTLE TO LOSE AND POSSIBLY MUCH TO GAIN 
BY ITS ZAIRE ACTION. IN THE AFRICAN CONTEXT, THE GOM PROBABLY 
SEES ITS INTERVENTION AS FURTHERING THE MODERATE/RADICAL SPLIT 

IN THE OAU, AN ORGANIZATION INCREASINGLY DISDAINED. THE GOM 
ALSO APPARENTLY HOPES TO WIN OVER AFRICAN FENSE-SITTERS TO 
SUPPORT OF ITS SAHARA POLICY. IN ARAB CIRCLES. THE RESERVE OF 
MORE RADICAL STATES, ESPECIALLY IRAQ, HAS BEEN MORE THAN OFFSET 
BY THE APPROBATION OF THE SAUDIS, EGYPTIANS AND SUDANESE, WHO 
APPEAR TO SHARE MOROCCAN VIEWS ON AFRICAN GEOPOLITICS. AS 
REGARDS THE SAHARA, IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THE CUBANS. 
LIBYANS, AND PERHAPS EVEN THE SOVIETS WILL SHIFT FROM DISCREET, 
INDIRECT SUPPORT OF THE POLISARIO IN THE FACE OF THE KING'S HARSH 
APRIL 18 PRESS CONFERENCE ATTACKS (RABAT 2183). MEANWHILE, THE 
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ALGERIANS HAVE BEEN CURIOUSLY SUBDUED IN THEIR CONDEMNATION OF 
THE INTERVENTION. AS FOR FRANCE, RELATIONS HAVE NEVER BEEN BETTER. 

5. IN SUMMARY, KING HASSAN'S DECISION SO FAR APPEARS TO BE 
PAYING DIVIDENDS AND, BARRING ANY BATTLEFIELD DISASTER, COULD BE 
A SUBSTANTIAL NET GAIN FOR HASSAN INTERNALLY AND EXTERNALLY. IF 
THE TROOPS COME HOME SOON AND ELECTIONS ARE NOT DELAYED, THERE 
WILL BE NO BASIS FOR OPPOSITION CRITICISM. THE GOM SEEMS LIKELY 

IN TIME TO SEE MEDIATION AS A WAY OUT, ALTHOUGH PRESENTLY IS 
INCLINED NOT TO TAKE THE NIGERIAN EFFORT SERIOUSLY. 

6. AS FOR U.S. MOROCCAN RELATIONS, MANY OF OUR MOROCCAN CONTACTS 
ARE VEXED AND PERPLEXED BY OUR PUBLIC RETICENCE TO SUPPORT THEIR 
INTERVENTION. TO BE MORE FORTHCOMING IN HELPING OUR FRIEND 
MOBUTU, AND OVER WHAT THEY SEE AS CONFLICTING STATEMENTS FROM 
U.S. OFFICIALS ON OUR AFRICAN POLICY. ON THE FIRST COUNT, 

THE HABIB VISIT AND SUBSEQUENT STATEMENTS BY AMB YOUNG 
(RABAT 2085, STATE 093804) HAVE HELPED CLEAR THE AIR. ON 
U.S. AID TO ZAIRE, THE KING CLEARLY UNDERSTANDS U.S. DOMESTIC 
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CONCERNS, HAVING ACKNOWLEDGED THEM IN HIS APRIL 18 PRESS 
CONFERENCE (RABAT 2183). MANY MOROCCANS NEVERTHELESS CONTINUE 
TO TELL US WE SHOULD BE DOING MORE. WE WILL THUS NEED TO KEEP 
MOROCCANS CONCERNS FULLY IN MIND TO PREVENT ADVERSE IMPACT ON 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

ANDERSON 
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